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House of Delegates Shows the Way

Enactment hy iho House <»r Delegates of
the measures embodying partial segrega¬

tion, as a means toward effecting real tax
reform in this State, is a cheering-and hope¬
ful accomplishment, worth far more than the
oceans of talk and ink that have been poured
ovi-r this subject in the past.
The tax bills go now to the Senate, where

some amendments are not unlikely and, per¬
haps. not undesirable. Our hope is that they
will receive the Senate's best though!,' and
tout procedure there, as in the House, will
he animated#by a real desire to accomplish a
r^al and permanent good.

Obviously and admittedly, there is no
chance whatever of the passage, of measures
that will even promise equalization of taxa¬
tion through a commission. Partial segrega¬
tion. under existing conditions, represents
Virginia's sole hope of lessening abuses that
have become intolerable.that menace and
throttle the State's progress. The Senate
should keep this fact in mind. To abandon
all hope of reform because it. cannot be ac¬
complished in a particular way is neither
g^od sportsmanship nor sound sense.

John I*. Branch '

RICHMOND will scarce know how to hear
the loss of John P. Branch. lie had

boon for so many years an intimate part of
the city's life, had contributed so much of
affectionate interest and keen intelligence lo
iits growth and development, that his pass¬
ing is like that of some venerable and ven¬
erated institution.

He was indeed one of the columns or' the
new Richmond, rooted in the Old South and
loving its tradition of courtesy and hospitality,
of gentleness and faith, hut rising into other
levels of optimistic vision and useful
achievement. Around him and other men
like him the new Richmond has reared its
structure of assured prosperity; he and men
like him have pointed the way lo that su¬
premacy in the financial alleirs of this State
and this section that Richmond has attained.

In every movement that promised to make
the city he loved fairer or happier, richer or
healthier, he bore a conspicuous part. The
weight of more than four-score years, al¬
though it compelled .the r< limmishmont or
some of his basilica's. activities, could not
cr ish his interest in all the great world of
men and affairs, i I is mind was acute and
active almost to the last.

His death is a great loss.

Investigation of (Jus Department

IT WAS inevitable, of course, wit!) the re-
moval of liu> unjust responsibility f"i\r pas

bills of their tenants that owners of real
potato in Richmond hud borne, that there
Mould bo some extension of the requirement
of advance deposits from customers of the
Gas Department and sonic dissatisfaction
with the operation of the new plan.

Extensions have 1 »?.«. 11 made, and dissatis¬
faction. vigorously expressed, has followed i 11
due course. As to the number of deposits
required and the manner hi which the de¬
partment has used the discretion vested in
it, there is a lively difference of opinion. The
department officials say the wow depositswill not amount in their total to - per cent
of thOf'c in existence before the rule of re-
sponsiblliy was chaug< i. That would not
seem to bo an unreasonable enlargement, so
far as mere number is concerned. On the
other hand. Councilman English deflates the
department has committed "a gross abuse
of its discretion" and exacted deposits in a
wholesale and undiseriminating fashion.

Under the circumstances, the proposed in¬
vestigation bv the Admin :<¦'* rat ivc Hoard
might not be a bad thing.

Serious Democratic Disaffection
o KVOLT of Democratic Senators against

the ship-purchase bill, which by action
of the Senate caucus lias been made a party
measure, is one of the most .discouragingevidences ot disaffection within its ranks
that the Democracy has faced since tin Wilson
administration came into power.

So long as it is united, militant, uprightIn the faith of tjie fathers, Democracy makes
an irresistible appeal to this country's favor.
Historically, its troubles have always, been in
lack of cohesion. No sooner In the past did
it assume the guidance of the ship of state
than Its component elements began to quartel
fiver the course. Internecine strife evolved
weakness, and weakness, failure and popularrepudiation.

Convinced believers in the principles of
Democracy as the theory of government best
calculated to confer happiness on the Ameri¬
can people have exulted in !h< Wi.. >n leader¬
ship and in the exhibition of part;, discipline
and efficiency under that leadr11 p in
present Congress. All this seemed to augur
a futuro of continued supremacy and useful
endeavor.
Comca npw tirts eeriaua end determined

mutiny.a joining with the party's foes to
defeat a party measure.until it becomes
necessary for the 1'reBldent to call on the
support of progressive Republicans to carry
into effect what he conceives to he the clear
mandate of the popular will.

\V<> are willing to concede to the nine Sena-
tors who deserted their party and their party's
leader in tit is emergency the honesty as well
as the courage of their convictions; we are
willing to beliove that they consulted and
followed their sense of duty and right; but
tlie result is not less unfortunate. if
through their efforts the solidarity of the
Democracy is riven and shattered and its high
hopes blasted, they must hear the blame of
Democratic disaster.

Mr. Morgan's l$n<l Impression

RIOAD1N(J tin' testimony given by J. Pier-
pont Morgan before the Federal Commis¬

sion on Industrial Relations does not leave a
wry pleasant taste in the mouth. (In him
the happiness and well-being .of many thou¬
sands, perhaps of hundreds of thousands, of
men and women are largely dependent. Vet, |
so far as his testimony discjoses, he has no
intimate knowledge of these persons' condi¬
tion, and no special interest in it.

Such an attitude is in disagreeable con¬
trast to that taken by John D. Rockefeller,
Jr., when he was on the stand before the
same commission some days ago. Vonng
Mr. Rockefeller declared his belief that largo
employers of labor could not escape responsi- jhility for the material welfare of their em-
ploves. In all that he said was the evidence
of study and patient investigation. Ilis views
are not in accord with those held by the
leaders of organized labor, and his plans of
relief are denounced by hostile critics as fore-
doomed to failure, but even these critics now
admit that the plans are kindly, well-intended
and inspired by a ju*t sense of human re-
sponsibility.

Mr. Morgan, apparently, has nn views on
the subject, none worth the mentioning.
Possible legislation to heller industrial rela¬
tions was "too big for me," he said. He
had no idea as to the age at which children
should go to work, save the indefinite "the
later the better. I should imagine." Me had
no idea, either, how many hours a day a man
should work, lie hud no opinion regarding
the causes of poverty.

It seems inconceivable that a man could
wield the tremendous pow<r that Mr. Morgan
holds in his hands without having his atten-
tion attracted and his mind engaged by its
human elements. It" Mr. Morgan's testimony
does him no injustice, he is concerned only
with the money of which his linn is the
trustee. lie does not regard himself as in
any sense the trustee of men's lives.

Tf tills view is to be taken as representa-
tive, and capital and labor are indeed things
apart, with separate and hostile interests,
who shall blame the labor leader or the
demagogue who stirs the discontented to
active revolt? Fortunately for this conn-
try, the Morgan view is not the representa-
tive view. The Rockefeller purpose to com-
pose difficulties( and to find a ground of
mutual advantage is more nearly in accord
with American theories of right and the
ideals of the average American captain «>f
industry and finance.

Related Justice to V. M. I.

VIRGINIA'S Representatives in Congress
should support the plan to take from

the calender, under a suspension of the
rules, and force to a fnvorahK vote the meas-
tire appropriating $100,000 to pay the war
claims of the Virginia Military Institute.

Deslruction of the institute huihlingM and
e (iiipment by a Federal army under General
Hunter was rather an act of reprisal than
a necessary and legitimate act of war.
"Stonewall" Jackson had 1< ft a professor's
chair at Lexington to acquire fame under the
b.nners of the Confederacy, and the bat¬
talion of cadets bad served with gallantly at
New Market. To destroy the buildings
which had housed such devotion to the
South, and where so much military skill and
uaring had been nurtured, was natural, per-I haps; but. it \vas scarcely war in any other
terms than those of General Sherman's defi¬
nition.

At any rale, tlx re is opportunity now to
repair war's injustice to this famous seat of
learning. The appropriating measure, which
has passed tin- Senate, wtrs introduced there
l»y Senator <lu I'ont, of Delaware, who was
an officer in Hunter's army. Introduced in
the Mouse by Congressman Flood, it lias re¬
ceived a favorable report from the f'oiuniit-
tec on War (Ma m«

(Sbviously. it will not pass at this session
unless it becomes the subject of special con-
sideration and emergency treatment. The
pR-n for justice to the institute deserves the
cordial support of every member of the Yir
ginia delegation.

I'ood N'ovv Contraband *>f War

DKCi .A KATIOX by the British government
that food designed for Heruiatiy, Aus¬

tria-Hungary or Turl.ey will be regarded
hereafter as contraband of war was to have
been expected. It wits the natural and in¬
evitable result, as The Times-Dispatch pointed
out at the time, of (lerninny's action in or-
derlng the sequestration of food supplieswithin the empire.

Pnder the ordinary rules of war, I'oyd is
conditional contraband, being subject iti seiz¬
ure by a belliuereii power only when it is
intended for the armed forces of the enemy.(Jermany's order of sequestration. whereun-
<ler food will bo seized bv the government
and be distributed by oUlcers of government,
makes it impossible for a neutral shipper to
contend that the Herman army or navy will
not profit by any particular cargo.

It is because the Kaiser's advisers must
have contemplated the action that Hreat
Britain has taken, and been willing to sur¬
render almost all possibility of the receipt of
food from outside the empire, that we have
been inclined to attach large importance* to
the sequestration order. I nder the circum¬
stances, it-indicates growing appreciation of
a threatened scarcity of foo l supplies.

It must be said for the advocates of a
Tax Commission that they made a completejob of their advocacy. They proposed at
one tim< or another every variant of that
plan < t tax reform that the mind of man
can conceive. \ ,

Who would have thought that the eifort
to bring Mill Sunday to Richmond would
have been accompanied by an effort to bar
the gates ag.i'i -' puhlicitv" The Ministerial
Association inmioi have In en in conference
t <.( e ui!;. with tli < I'ati" i.ress agent.

The poor old ground In ^ must have had a
hard time yesterday in the effort to keep
uy his reputation as a "weather prophet,

SONGS AND SAWS
t'nenriurnhlr.

"I <lo not like these horrid men,"
Said Miss Sophronla Junes.

"They make a house look like a don
And speak in strident tones.

"They drink and smoke in manner free.
Which vulgar minds denote.

And (lien. oh! crowning; Infamy!
They will not let me vote."

The I'mslmlnl Snrst
There's no sense in .erylngr over spilt milk.

Furthermore the very spilling is in the nature
of retribution on the man who uses that sort
of lipvcrage.

¦OlIOIIKh Is Knoucll.
"Say. pop."
"Ijct's have it." said the tired business man,

who had answered already
lii'ty-seven varieties of lin-
possible questions.
"Do you believe that if at

first we don't sueeeed, we
slioulil try, try again?"
"Not in every ease. For

example, yon have been try¬
ing for the ln.st half hour to
wear out my patience. If

you take my advice, you will stop right where
you are."

Not Wnrrniilcil.
Crubht- Is there any truth in this report that.Miss (iblnirl if. to lie married'.'
Kftibbs Sli" thinks there is, doubtlc .s, butIn my own view, her belief merely representsanother triumph of hope over experience.

/
Ileal Marksmanship.She -are you learning to drive your car ac¬curately?

lie.Indeed I am. The last time 1 was outI hugged a doorstep, a mailbox. foti<- chickensand a pointer pup, and only missed a trat'ic|.o1i<:emnn by about a quarter of an inch.

(.ettlnc Heuily for Sprlnc.The baseball pitcher sheds his coatAnd swings his trusty arm.
To try if it from long disuse

ll:js suffered any harm. '

Just now. of course, lawmakers roarAnd warring nations rage.P. it in a few short weeks he'll takeThe centre of the stauo.
Till-: TATTIjKII.

Chats With Virginia Editors
In the following words, the FredericksburgStar Joins the advocates of the "do it now" pol-ley in the matter of selioolbook purchases: "It Ismuch to be hoped that the selioolbook investiga-tlon ordered by (-eneral Assembly will de-velop t Mo ren I reason why Virginia Is so dls-criminated against by publishing concerns, andwhy we are forced to pay mere for our school-hooks than the people of other States have to

pay for the same Identical publications. Thisinvestigation should result in bringing to lightall the facts surrounding this Important matter,and once the facts are kr.own It should be e.isyto find a remedy for a condition which has <or a
long time been obnoxious to tho people of the
State. The investigation should be carried out
:'t once in order that book prices for the next
school year may, if possible, be forced lower
th;jii at present."'

In the Covington Virginian appears a modest
prophecy of the future eminence of that, com¬
munity. Here It Is: "Somewhere between Rich¬
mond and t'incinnat'i there Is going to grow up
some such city ns Koanoke or Birmingham.
These people of the mountains, with their rich
mines and their heavily timbered forests and
their great wealth of wonderful mineral springs
and their fertile valleys, are looking for a inetro-
polls, a market, n place that will cater to their
needs, a. place that will buy from them and sell
to them anil manufacture for them and furnish
their homes and educate their children and pro-
vide amusement for them as Koanoke and Blrtn-
inghum and Atlanta and other wideawake cities
do for their people for a hundred miles or more
around." V if course, Covington Is not mentioned
by name, but It is not hard to understand what
lOdltor Heitne means.

"The tenderfeet, who make up the editorial
staff of The Tlmes-l>lspateh are generally cor-
rect in their views," says the Sandy Valley
News, "but they expose their ignorance of the
effect of good booze when they claim that a

fellow cannot hear celestial music while float¬
ing in a sea of champagne. Come out 'where
the corn Is full of kernels, and the colonel's full
of corn."' If you will read over what was first
said, colonel, you will observe no question that
tho gentleman In the happy condition described
could hear anything.

iH5

II is now more than s dozen
., vears since the government iti-licrlamHtion stiluted its Itcclamallon Dopart-lP»s I'rovfiil iiufiit, and !lit-r resul', AccordingMs Henetlt j0 tita. testimony of its statis¬

tician at Kansas ("itv, Thursday,
is tin- recovery from desert conditions of fully
S.tioo.ooo acres which have !.. .. u brought into
extraordinary fertility, while plans are under
way and In process ol' execution which will add
SO.000,000 more In the fulness of time. I'erhaps
tli. s -Hgurcs do tint come up to expectations at
tin* time, this policy was established, but they
are suflioieiitly impressive to, show that it was
worth while. There are potentially 100,000,000
acres, or an area twenty times as large as the
State of Massachusetts, that will eventually lie
converted from waste lam! into productive farms.
. inly about 2,000,000 or our ii.000.0o0 acres are
t i 11 a i > 1 e, so Ihv reclamation processes will redeem
for cultivation lifly times as much land as we
have within our borders, and it will be of a kind
that will respond with the largest crops, and
in the case of alfalfa, several of them every
year. Itostou Transcript.

It is a enrio :s commentary
"I'i I'ti'rlcd upon some forms of human na-\i\..».l 1,11,1 ri", s ,,U'' ''uncord and

*

,, Itostou could have furnisherlSense. cheering throngs to nre« t the de-
pa r t lire ami the passing of u man

like Thaw. Had there been t lie faintest trace ofthe heioir in Ills crime, one i lenient thai is ad¬
mirable in his character ami conduct, there luiaht
be some excuse for the sentimentalists or for
notoriety seekers who have proclaimed their
sjmpathy for him and have supported his efforts
to continue in his defiance of the law. Hut none
of tho.HO excuses are admissible, and the publicdemonstrations of Saturday must be regretfullyviewed as symptoms In the participants of an
undeveloped or perverted moral sense. I'hlla-
i.'i Ipliia Public hedge)-.

The existing method of organ-
Oirporato '/.ing the direction of large busi-
Itule Not Ih properly described arid

i.» condemned as a sham. It suffers!><miio< from a discrepancy between prac¬tice am! theory similar to thatfrom which the American political system hassuffered. In theory, a large corporation with a
w id el \ distributed capital stock is a kind ofrepresentative democracy The voting privi¬lege is Indeed based cntitcly on proportionateownership rather than on manhood or woman¬hood. but in the ease of corporations withthousands of shareholders, no one or no small
group of which owns a majority of the stock, thodistinction is not essential. The directors are
supposed lo be elected bv tho stockholding
owners and to be responsible to them for thogeneral busYi.ess policy. The chief executiveofllelaIs are appointed by the directors and are
r<-: ponioble to them for carr> ine out tlo- instruc¬
tion: The jto-Mod'tcis control the directors,liiid Ihe direetota control ilp. president and his
assistants. In practice such control Is exorcised
only within narrow limits. The chief executiveotllcialu almost always dictate tho policy, withbut little effective chcolt or supervision, Tho

greut majority of large corporations arc operated
as complete administrative autocracies. An;active executive committee of directors may par¬ticipate In tho management, but not In the sense
. >f exercising Independent supervision. The
board consists largely of rubber stamps..ThoNew Republic.

"Turkey, backed as It Is and also
Turkey's 1(1 some extctit ttminccd by <»er-

many, can hardly be expected to,! , J give up the suzerainty of KgyptI'jK.Vpt without a struggle. It is not
likely, however, that 11 will ever

recover Its authority over tho land of tho
Pharaohs. The interference of tho Western
powers In the affairs ojf Kgypt began about fortyyears ago during the disastrous khedivhito ofIsmail, which placed Egyptian IInances under ahopeless load of 'debt. A dual control by France
ami »ir«-at Itritain of its (InanceB was net up,and, later, the Sultan, at the Instance of these
powers, deposed Ismail, In I SSI came the rovolt
of Arab! I'asha, and tho massacre of Kurupeunsir Alexandria by the rebels. France, doubtlessin fear of (Jerinany, hesitated to interfere, but
(Si eat Britain ordered the bombardment of theAlexandria forts, and the rebellion was sup¬pressed by ltritish troops under Sir CamelWolseley. Since the suppression of that revolttSroat Britain has virtually controlled Kgypt. In
l!»04 France, by formal agreement, recognisedthe predominance of Great Itritain in Kgypt, andundertook to place no obstruction In the path ofBritish rule..-Providence Journal.

War News Fifty Years Ago
ll'rnm the Richmond Dispatch, Feb. n. 1865.)
Vice-President A. II. Stephens, Judge John A.<''implicit iiikI lion. tt. M. T. 1111111>r, tin* enm-

inissloners appointed to go to Washington on
a peace mission, were delayed in Petersburgbecause of the slowness in the coming of pass-ports through the Federal lines, and did not
b-ave our line until yesterday. During the day
a flag of truce wns received from General Grant,and the announcement made that the coinmis-sioners would be recelveil at Ills headquartersat fi o'clock. The commissioners proceed^l outtiie Maxtor Itnarl, entered the < neniy's lines at
a point In front of Wise's Brigade of, P.ushrodJohnston's Division, ami were preceded by <Jap-tain O'Brien, of the exchange bureau, who borethe (lag of truce. They were met midway be¬
tween the opposing picket lines by severalFederal otlleers, amoim whom was Colonel llan-

«. f General Grant's staff. The bearing ofthe Federal officers was courteous, graceful amibecoming. and all of thein were in excellenthumor. I'nder the escort of the officers the
commissioners proceeded down the Baxter Road,"wlnrc a special tr.iln awaited them. It was
aiiiiounccd that they were expected to spendthe night at General (.rant's headquarters, andthis morning a steamer will take thein toFortress Monroe and on to Washington. In
compliance with a special request, the bodyservant of Mr. Stephens was allowed to ae-
company the commissioners. This was neces-
snry because of ihe condition of Mr. Stephens'shealth. Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, assistantcommissioner of exchange, accompanied thecommissioners to act as secretary.
Reports from Charleston are to tho effect thatAugusta and Branehvlllo are now Sherman'sobjective points.
The Twentieth Federal Army Corps occupiesRobertsville, a point on the Savannah Riverfifty miles above Savannah. The SixteenthCorps is camped near fhe Junction of Salke-hatehie and Old l?nion Roads.
General John C. Breckinridge is still inj Southwest Virginia, but It is slated iliat he will

enter upon his duties as Secretary of War nextMonday.
Benjamin DeGroot, a well known sportingman of Richmond and a conscript, was arrested

yesterday, charged with being a deserter andattempting to go to the enemy. Ife was takento Castle Thunder.
The North Carolina committee had an inter-view with President Davis yesterday, afterwhich they returned to Raleigh. They were ap-

1 pointed bv the North Carolina Legislature.
Hon. Thomas S. Flournoy, lion. John Uoodcand lion. Thomas S. llocoek, of Virginia, and

j Colonel Lester, of Georgia, addressed a largej*lid enthusiastIc audience In the House of Dele-i gates last night. They urged a vigorous prose-cution of the war as the only method of pro-curing an honorable peace.
George W. Williams, a member of the SixthSouth Carolina. Regiment, was arrested yester-"day and committed t>> Castle Thunder on thecharge of selling a fi«o negro.
From Washington papers It is learned that theburning of the Smithsonian Institute in Wash¬ington a week ago was a much more destructiveaffair than at first reported. The losses were

very heavy, and many of the works of artthat were destroyed cannot he replaced.

The Voice of the Peoplei ______.

Vsc of Hound.', fn Criminal Cases.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.Will you kindly publish the facts In con¬nection with the bloodhounds being sent toPomlierton Station on last Sunday morning? At11 o'clock Saturday night I received a messageto send my dogs to Pcmbcrton, as a man hadbeen mui'dered back in the country. The Chiefof Police of Richmond got the message throughthe penitentiary.
Mr. li.'iyno, the nuin who handles the dops, hadgone home for the night, a distance of aboutone and n luill mllok lie was sent for, and ashappened, a freight train took him to i'emher-ton. He got there at ahout 1 o'clock at night.They luid projttrised lo meet him there and takehim to the place where the murder had he^ncommitted. Wlicn he reached the station (herewas no one to meet him, and lie htiilt a tire and.stayed there until day.
The citizens of Oartersvlllc hadn't heard ofthe murder, nor of the <fc»g.s. I write this tocorrect a statement in your paper of to-day,and to let It ho known that we have alwaystried to aid and assist otlleers of the law. Itutsuch treatment as was accorded lis on thisoccasion will soon put a slop to any effort onour part lo help, as co-operation is needed tobring success. T. J. DA VIS,

Superintend* nt.I,aSalter, Vn., February 1.

Favors ii Tav ComiiiKsiiin,
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.As far as my limited vision extends,excessive segregation of taxes would lie, if not

a little unpatriotic, at least a somewhat short¬
sighted policy, ¦which would work an undoubtedhardship upon many of the poorer rural sections,whore the individual taxpayer, at least, pays
as much in taxes on a certain amount of property
as iii any other section, and should therefore
jjet as fair a return for his money. While a local
patriotism tends to make us all, more or less,look out first of all for the county or section
which we represent, yet it would he taking a
very narrow view to wisli to see one section of
the State progress far in advance of the rest,rather than see the State advance as a whole.
To allow the richer counties the full benefit

of all their revenue while leaving the poorer
ones entirely dependent on their own resources,would be to assure a number of laggard coun¬
ties unable to establish and maintain efllclent
schools, roads, etc., and these counties, through
their inability to provide such modern improve¬
ments and necessaries, would fall farther and
farther behind the rest as time went on. and theState as a whole would eventually suffer more,and these counties become a greater burden than
before. Why is a war tux now being levied in
this country in time of peace? It is because flu-
very prosperity of this great nation is vitallyaffected by unfavorable conditions thousands
of miles across, the sea. And the prosperity of
any section of this State is even more vitally
dependent upon the comparative prosperity of
all the rest.

It seems to ine that Ihe bettor plan would be
rather the equalization of taxation; that is, let
there be a universal system of assessments and
a standard rate of taxation throughout the whole
State, and let there bo such an equitable distri¬
bution of these taxes as to assure to each indi¬
vidual taxpnyor, as nearly as possible and to a
reasonable extent, an equal return in advantagesfor his money, .aid in taxes, as to each other.
What should be aimed at and what it seems

this plan would assure, is equity t«> the Indl-vldiinl, rather than to the county, which Is
merely a geographical division.

1IAKT10II Jt\ W1UUHT.[ Richmond, February l, 1915,

It Was a Regular 42-Centimetre Reply
Ouo of tlio l)«y't Hunt Cartoons.

GHOST OF HOUSE OF HOHENZOLLERN
l I'rom the iNut York Tribune.)

There arc many people In Hertnanyi
lo-ilny, the Kaiser included, wln» are
Itmklim for fear a nhost- the dreaded
apparition of the White t.ady, the pre-
.ursor of death and disaster to the

I lohen/.ollc.ns -should walk. Already
netvmw people In Berlin are sayinirHint tliev have seen t;. uI».». f at the
windows of the I'otsdam palace, aii'l
tin-y talk gloomily of tin' trouble
which has follow.Ml the appearance of
the Wliii'1 l.a«ty in thy prist.

Thi' story of the origin «>f the uhostl
is n little obscure. Some historians saythat li Is really the spirit of P'.ro-
thea. of Brandenburg, wife vf Hie meatelector, whom mi old print "depicts uo-
Imr to the funeral of her liuiliatiil, in

The picturo show? her dressed In
white, her fnco covered with a white!handkerchief, and her hands buried in
a sort of white muff. And since those
days, when a Herman KIhk has been
ill or his .lowiifnll Immirient, peoplehave always looked for the kIiom ami
repeated tlie oldtime rem, irk, "Soon
we shall have a White f.ady"- -in' .-mini
a wliiow."at th« ciiMle."
According to other historians, hnw-

I'ver, the jiliost Is really the spirit of
a certain Counters of (irhtmutide. who,

years ago, so the legend runs,lived near Hayreuth, ami murdered her
two children and committed suicide lo¬
calise of her hopeless passion for a
royal lover who refused to legitimize
their union.
There would appear to he some truth

in tills story, if one Is to believe the,
historic Incident concerning Napoleon,who, on his military efinipainns. twice
li.1(1 occasion to pass through H.yreuth.

Sfiitlnri Sec* tlie Idlest.
The first time was in 1H2, and he

sent an express request from Aschaf-
fenhurKT Hint he should not In asked to
pass a nlnlit in the rooms of Itayreuth
which were known to he visited liy the
White I.adv.

His request was Granted, \ et next
morning In rose in the worst of moods,
and as lit- was nettinj? into Ms carriage
he was heard to mutter somethingahout "tlie accursed castle." The f'd-
lowinu year, when l.e passed throuuh
the place, he refused to spend the nieli»
tliere. The last time Hi- White l.ady
was seen at Itayreuth was in 1 ^L"J.
Another striking story of the Rliost of

the I I'dinnxollerns. In wliieli Napoleon
flpures. was current in lT'.i!». A senti¬
nel keeping pnanl bej'ore tin- palace in
Berlin was suddenly confronted by a
tall woman dresseri in white.
Around her neck she wore a strlnp of

pearls, in her hand she carried a staff
of Ivory, her Ionic, (.'aunt face was
crowned by jet hlacl; hair and a blood-

red heart scorned splashed upon Iter
locust. On it vveve letters which the
sentinel loiild not i! 1 pj.fr

llcfcjit* I'nlliitr Appi-iimncc.
Tin- s i-niii.t 1'h t-tory made ;>uch an

irnpii" on <>'i thos-e to whom lie related
It that >1 v, ,is puhlisiu <1 In a booklet
«!..<¦« «i-.k ii <1 with a portrait drawn In ac-
c .rdari. . with tl«- description, ami n«»t
loi: j' a (l t-r wa id I ;.-.i n that m-. iex of
htm.ilia t Iiik <!. f«ats which ended I.;,layinu 1'iussla prostrate at tl»u f<-«-1 of
I '.oliapa r 11*.

Tin- story Is fairly well known that
l"r''loii<k I. first Kiiitfof I'russla. tl[>.<!
under tl - <.{>;. virtlo:: that tlx? ifhost of
tin* Wh!t« l.:i i). whom li<- said lie saw
just prior t" I i> <1< th. ennm to hint and
announced hi< approach Inir demise,whilo there aro i.thi-r mot'* or less an-
t lien t lea tod i-1 r .: i«¦ m of apparitions tip.pcarltiK It- J r 111: In tkS". before the
ib-ath of Frederick William II.. and
aualn 1:i 1>''.1, p:tvlous to the death Of
Kr.-iletlck William IV.
Such, Itidcid, Is the fear created In

Merlin 1> tne White l.adv that year*
atro court o'fKdals took ilelipht in mas-
i|ii< lading it white iu certain rooms to
frinhten those who eaihe their way.< >nc<- when Mtu«rove Alhrecht the War*
i i met a White i.uih tit I'lntiyonliiiri:
he irrasped her with his strong arms,
ntid threw her do wtim .ilrs, and at the
bottom W as found the dead liody of hi.*
laneellnr, who, with the Hlnhop >¦'

I'. imlierK, hail conspired au.iii.-i hi
ruler.

Other Tiilm t limit (lie l.mh
Klaborate acioijniH of th" W

I .ml v t Merlin and n similar a'-;. ;it
at Vienna nre n'ven hy the Vh-o. ..

d'Arlli I'oiirt lri his uosslpy volin < r'
memoir:. entitled I'elcrln." IN-
votes many panes to tho di.Mn.it!
story of how. when a il.-Mer cf Klr.i;
Frederick i , of Wiirttcmbcrij, lay Hi.
hut In no S'-rlou» danger, a White I.tIv
passed alone a jrallery of the cnstU
or.e r.inht, 1 avlni- tin; sentinels fioxcn
wllh terror A few ^layn later this
roj'al lady, .who h:.d not ln-en regarded
as seriously ill. suddenly ilii-d.

">n another or< islon. no very dark
niirlil. wiieti (\<-t\ one was asl<-> i> mi
Stuttgart, a carriage with s.i>: h.'ir: ...»
rattled over the pavement, and drew
up I..fore the palace. Tim steps w-ie
let down l?i siRht of the nc:i11m-ls. who
looked down front tin- fralleries: the
White I.ady stepp' d out. The urates did
not open for her, yet she appeared
within, passing through th<" portals as
if they had been a veil of fotf. With
stately beat ins she passed altitiK tlm
ureal jiallety. Not a tientinel flared
lay his hand upon her. It was January
II, l t What followed'.' Intke I-'er-
dlnand. the Kind's tlliile, died on ,?an-
uary 1!0.

FLOATING MINES AT SEA
(I'rom tli** New York Sun.I

Too frequently since the opening of
the Kuropep.n wnr the newspapers h.'ive
been compelled to record the news of
thousands of lives lost and valuable
ships betnif stink In open sea by coin-

ins? in contact with mines. The aver-
a u e person's ideas concerninif mines
are vai\ue
To begin with, the expression "float¬

ing mines" is often misunderstood.
The mines are not put down to drift
about quit'* at large. The practice is
to put tin -u out will; tin automatic
mooring apparatus, so that the limits
of an area sown with mines may bo
fairly definitely known once the sow-
in;; lias been discovered. Of course,
some mines break loose and begin
drifting, but tliis is not what they are
supposed to do. Willi, Die mooring ap¬
paratus l here are also devices for
keeping the mini? at a certain level
below tile surface. They do not float
in sight. The depth lias to be JudKed
to make th>? explosion take place
against the most vulnerable parts of
the vessel, (inet they are, therefore, putdeep enough to miss tiic armored bell.

In size the average mine Is sonic four
or five fi'et in diameter. It is charged
with a high explosive, mostly of the
type known to experts as pici lie ex¬
plosives. Th,e met hod by which it is
discharged is not the force of the Mow
with which the ship strikes it. The
most common device is explosion by the
completion of an electric circuit. In
order to achieve tills a circuit is set
up with a certain gap in it. Some¬
where Inside the mine Is a column of
mercury, the head of which is at oiiqend of this gap In th|"; circuit. As
long as tiie mine remains upright, or
roughly upright, the mercury Is onlyslightly affected; but when the pres¬
sure of an advancing vessel coming in
contact with the mine tilts It over
the mercury also is tilted so as to como
in contact with the other end of the
gap in the electric circuit, the circuit
is completed and the mine explode i
Certain other mechanical devices are

employed to make the mines safe as
long as the mine-laying vessel has
tlieni on board. Thus, for instance, a»i
extra gap in the circuit is provided byinserting two brass plates kept apartby some substance which melt » in
water. Not until the mine has been
for some time in the sea will this
substance disappear, allowing the I^rassplates to come together, and So set
nil the circuit completely except for
the tlnal gap. Or again there l.i a.
device which prevents two brass platesfrom coining into contact until a cer¬
tain pressure of water hrm bee i ex-
erciseil upon a certain spot. In «.tlier
words, u\itU the initio has readied the
proper distance below the water, circuit
is Incomplete.

L <Tlio operation of "flweftplng lop

mines," whlfJi bus nlso hcen several
[ ti;ne.<-- referred to In the newspapers. de-
jxiicIh ohiclly upon tho fnct that the
.»»i11¦ .s are moored, or at least have
sinkers atl'iclicl to tJio bottom by a'cable. The swecpliiK in carried out bv
two ships steaming parallel with one
another at n»>!no distance apart, with a
wire rope between them. Tills rope la
sunk in tlie sen at about tho level to
reneh some distance below the mines.
This rope, coming in contact with the| cableo of the mines, lias the effect of
tilti11 mt the latter over so as to bring

i about t he ex plosion.
! Tho (liuiKer of tho operation is in the
possibility of the .ships outraged upon it
striking mines UtomselvoK. There 1m

I no danger from tho explosions of the
mines by sweeping, it is astonishinghow short a distance from a mine in
the water Is enough to secure safety.
Kvcn a distance of a hundred yards is
s:ii(l to be almost overcautious, the
cushion of water takes up the shock so
quickly. The ships engaged in the oper¬ation can be guarded to some extent
against the danger of striking mines
themselves. Very light draught vessels
are chosen for the work, so that thV>yiiavo a good chance of passing with
impunity over the tops of mineB sunk
(o the proper level to damage a shipof war.

1 fence it has often been asked.as
for instance, by .Sir Arthur (.'onan Doylein an open letter.whether some device
cannot be invented to be attached to
the bows of a battleship which wouldexplode mines before she came near
enough to be damaged. Hut the d 1 til -

j eulty, as any naval man could explain,is to get anything which would be
strong enough to stand being pushed

| through the water at the pace of a bat¬tleship, with all the weight of a battle-ship behind It. At the end of his let¬
ter Sir ('onan Doyle suggested somekind of prong or trident. Hut tho shaftof such a thing would have to ho enor-mously strong lo stand tho thrust of
forward progress and tho sideways
pressure when tJio ship turned. The
necessary degree of strength has never
yet been attained.

A Distinction.
Salesman I'latlronn, madam?
Mrs. Voungbrlde.-No, show me some

apartment irons. Wo live in a aultc..Huston Transcript.

Inconsistent.
(Milwaukee Journal.)Many a man who sighs to be an In¬dependent farmer kicks like anythingwhen he happens to wake up sonr#morning In tlmo to henr the milkmP.E.

Cupid's \ Irlitu Npcnkn.(Philadelphia Public l^edgor.)Nono but tho blind over lovo at first


